Rachael King

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

University of California, Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, Calif.
Professor of English, 2026-present
Associate Professor of English, 2019-present
Assistant Professor of English, 2014-2019

EDUCATION

New York University, New York, N.Y.
Ph.D. in English and American Literature, 2014

Columbia University, New York, N.Y.
B.A. in Comparative Literature and Society, Columbia College, 2006
Graduated summa cum laude

PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS

The Book of Improvement: Media Landscapes in the Global Enlightenment. New Haven: Yale University
Press, 2026.

The Ends of Knowledge: Outcomes and Endpoints Across the Arts and Sciences (ed., co-edited with Seth
Rudy). London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2023.

After Print: Eighteenth-Century Manuscript Cultures (ed.). Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia
Press, 2020.

Whiting to the World: Letters and the Origins of Modern Print Genres. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2018.

JOURNAL ARTICLES

“The Line of Development: Conjectural History and the Indigenous Critique.” Studies In
Eighteenth-Century Culture 55 (2026): 289-294.

“Before and After: Landscape Gardening and the Book History of Improvement.” Eighteenth-
Century Studies 58, no. 3 (Spring 2025): 291-315.

“Ephemeral Improvement: Interactive Print and the Material Texts of Early Abolitionism.”
PMIA 139, no. 2 (March 2024): 220-237.

Rachael Scarborough King, Edwin Roland, Deena Al-halabieh, Yvette de la Vega, Evan
Gonzalez, Deborah Gordon, Stephanie Reinheimer, Quill Sang, Christian White, and
Brooklyn Jarrett. “Visualizing Linearity: Eighteenth-Century Quakers and the Fiction of
Historical Progress.” Eighteenth-Century Fiction 36, no. 4 (Oct. 2024): 597-623.

Chip Badley, Sydney Coleman, Deena Al-halabieh, Lacey Johnson, Rachael Scarborough
King, Jaucqir LaFond, and John Henry Merritt. “Computational Approaches to Manuscript
Books: Quaker Correspondence and the History of Its Reconstruction.” In “The Manuscript
Book in the Long Eighteenth Century,” edited by Alexis Chema and Betty A. Schellenberg.
Special Issue, Eighteenth-Century Life 48, no. 1 (January 2024): 236-61.

Danielle Spratt, Deena Al-halabieh, Stephen Martinez, Quill Sang, Joseph Sweetnam, Stephanie
Guerrero, and Rachael Scarborough King. “Acts of Disruption in the Eighteenth
Century Archives: Cooperative Critical Bibliography and The Ballitore Project.” In “New
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Approaches to Critical Bibliography and the Material Text,” edited by Lisa Maruca and
Kate Ozment. Special Issue, Criticism 64, no. 3-4 (Summer/Fall 2022): 487-502.

“Str Madam: Female Consumers of Parliamentary News in Manuscript Newsletters.” In “Scribal
News in Politics and Parliament, 1660-1760,” edited by Michael Schaich and Robin Eagles.
Special Issue, Parliamentary History 41, no. 1 (Feb. 2022): 119-134.

Hannah Franz, Anne Charity Hudley, Rachael Scarborough King, Kendra Calhoun,
deandre miles-hercules, Jamaal Muwwakkil, Jeremy Edwards, Cecily Duffie, Danielle Knox,
Bishop Lawton, and John Henry Merritt. “The Role of the Graduate Student in Inclusive
Undergraduate Research Experiences.” In “Undergraduate Research as a Future of English
Studies,” edited by Kristine Johnson and J. Michael Rifenberg. Special Issue, Pedagogy: Critical
Approaches to Teaching Literature, Language, Composition, and Culture 22, no. 1 (Jan. 2022): 121-41.

“The Scale of Genre.” New Literary History 52, no. 2 (Spring 2021): 261-284.

“Critical Pedagogy and Feminist Scholarship in the Archives.” In “Women in Book History,
1660-1830,” edited by Betty A. Schellenberg and Michelle Levy. Special Issue, Huntington
Library Quarterly 84, no. 1 (Spring 2021): 189-201.

“Samuel Johnson and Spectral Media.” ELH 87 (2020): 65-90.

“The Gazette, the Tatler, and the Making of the Periodical Essay: Form and Genre in Eighteenth-
Century News.” Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America 114, no. 1 (March 2020): 45-70.

“The Pleasures of ‘the World’: Rewriting Epistolarity in Burney, Edgeworth, and Austen.”
Eighteenth-Century Fiction 29, no. 1 (Fall 2016): 67-89.

“The Manuscript Newsletter and the Rise of the Newspaper, 1665-1715.” Huntington Library
Quarterly 79, no. 3 (Autumn 2016): 411-437.

““Interloping with my Question-Project”: Debating Genre in John Dunton’s and Daniel Defoe’s
Epistolary Periodicals.” Studies in Eighteenth-Century Culture 44 (2015): 121-142.

“Letters from the Highlands: Scribal Publication and Media Shift in Victorian Scotland.” Book

History 17 (2014): 298-320.

BOOK CHAPTERS

Cecily Duffie, Rachael Scarborough King, Daniclle Knox, and John Henry Merritt. “Hiding
in Plain Sight: The UCSB-Howard Collaboration and the Ballitore Collection.” Teaching Text
Technologies and Critical Bibliography Among the Disciplines: Objects of Study. Eds. Barbara Heritage
and Donna A. C. Sy. Abingdon, UK: Routledge, 2025. 221-33.

Rachael Scarborough King, with Cecily Duffie, Danielle Knox, Bishop Lawton, John Henry
Merritt, Gabriell Montgomery, and Maria Carolina Sintura. “An Eighteenth-Century
Quaker Poem and Transatlantic Abolitionism.” American Contact: Objects of Intercultural
Encounters and the Boundaries of Book History. Eds. Rhae Lynn Barnes and Glenda Goodman.
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2024. 176-83.

“From Manuscript to Print: The Multimedia News System.” The Edinburgh History of the British and
Irish Press, Volume 1: Beginnings and Consolidation 1640-1800. Ed. Nicholas Brownlees.
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2022. 148-169.

“A ‘Female Accomplishment’? Femininity, Privacy, and the Emergence of Letter-Writing
Norms.” After Print: Eighteenth-Century Manuscript Cultures. Ed. Rachael Scarborough King.
Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia Press, 2020. 74-94.

““[L]et a girl read’: Periodicals and Women’s Literary Canon Formation.” Women’s Periodicals and
Print Culture in Britain, 1690-1820s: The Long Eighteenth Century. The Edinburgh History of
Women’s Periodical Culture in Britain, Vol. 1. Eds. Jennie Batchelor and Manushag Powell.
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2018. 221-235.
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“All the News That’s Fit to Write: The Restoration and Eighteenth-Century Manuscript
Newsletter.” Travelling chronicles: Episodes in the history of news and newspapers from the early modern
period to the eighteenth century. Eds. Paul Goring, Siv Goril Brantzaeg, and Christine Watson.
Leiden, Netherlands, and Boston, Mass.: Brill, 2018. 95-118.

RESEARCH GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Principal Investigator, Corresponding with Quakers: A Digital Edition of UCSB’S Ballitore Collection, UC-
HBCU Initiative, Graduate Admissions Pathway Grant, 2026-2029

British Academy Visiting Fellowship, University of York, Aug.-Dec. 2025

Interdisciplinary Humanities Center Faculty Fellowship, UCSB, Spring 2024

UCSB Academic Senate Faculty Research Grant, 2023-24

Society for Historians of the Early American Republic (SHEAR) Fellowship, Library Company
of Philadelphia, Sept. 2023 (declined)

Project Director and Principal Investigator, Hidden Archives: Race, Gender, and Religion in UCSB’s
Ballitore Collection, National Endowment for the Humanities Humanities Initiatives at
Hispanic-Serving Institutions grant, 2020-22; American Council of Learned Societies Digital
Extension Grant, 2021-23

Principal Investigator, UC-HBCU Initiative Summer Research Internship Support Grant, 2018-
19; 2020-21

Sassoon Visiting Fellowship, Bodleian Library, University of Oxford, August 2020

Willison Foundation Trust Fellowship, January 2020

Senior Fellow, Society of Fellows in Critical Bibliography, Rare Book School, University of
Virginia, 2017-present

UCSB Academic Senate Faculty Research Grant—=Subvention for Afier Print: Eighteenth-Century
Manuscript Cultures, 2018

Hellman Family Faculty Fellowship, 2017-2018

UCSB Academic Senate Faculty Research Grant, 2017-2018

Arnhold Collaborative Research Grant, UCSB Department of English, June-July 2017

Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship of Scholars in Critical Bibliography, Rare Book School,
University of Virginia, 2013-2016

Huntington Fellowship, The Huntington Library, March-April 2016

Huntington-Lincoln College Exchange Fellowship, The Huntington Library and Lincoln
College, Oxford, July 2015

BSA-ASECS Fellowship for Bibliographical Studies in the Eighteenth Century, Bibliographical
Society of America, June-Aug. 2015

Halsband Fellowship for Eighteenth-Century Studies, NYU, 2013-14

MacCracken Fellowship, NYU, 2009-2014

ASECS/Clark Fellowship, William Andrews Clark Memorial Library and Center for 17%- and
18®*-Century Studies, UCLA, March 2014

The George B. Cooper Fellowship, The Lewis Walpole Library, Yale University, Sept. 2012

Council for Media & Culture Dissertation Grant, June-Aug. 2012

Aubrey Williams Research Travel Fellowship, American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies,
July 2012

Gordon Ray Travel Fellowship, NYU, June-July 2012

English Department Travel Grant, NYU, Nov. 2012 and June 2013

Dean’s Student Travel Grant, NYU, April 2011

Critical Language Scholarship Program, U.S. Department of State, June-Aug. 2010



King 4

INVITED TALKS

“The Shape of History: Time Travel in the Eighteenth Century.” Daniel G. Blum Memorial
Lecture. Samuel Johnson Society of the West Dinner Meeting. Huntington Library, San
Marino, CA. Nov. 23, 2025.

“Digital Remediation of Manuscript Archives.” Centre for Eighteenth Century Studies,
University of York, York, U.K. Nov. 11, 2025.

“Ethics of Care in Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century Archives.” Centre for Eighteenth
Century Studies, University of York, York, U.K. Oct. 14, 2025.

“How-To: Poetic and Practical Improvement in the Eighteenth Century.” Books in and Out of
Time: Genres and Formats of Media History, 1700-1900. University of Passau, Passau,
Germany. July 17, 2024.

“Improving Literature: Media, Environments, and the Eighteenth-Century Improvement
Debate.” Launching New Research in the Humanities: Presentations by the IHC’s 2023-24
Faculty Fellows. UCSB. May 13, 2024.

“Care Networks in Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century Archives.” Keynote talk. Body Matters!
Disability in English Literature to 1800. 2024 Early Modern Center Conference. UCSB.
March 2, 2024.

“Improving Letters: Self- and Literary Improvement in Women’s Epistolary Genres.”
Correspondence and Embodiment: The Bluestocking Corpus Online. The Huntington
Library. San Marino, CA. Dec. 9, 2023.

“Care Networks in Eighteenth-Century Correspondence.” Women, Literary Networks, and
Media Cultures in the Eighteenth Century. Vancouver, B.C. May 11, 2023.

“The Ends of Knowledge.” Co-presented with Seth Rudy. The Digital Humanities and Media
Studies Initiative, UConn Humanities Institute. University of Connecticut. Nov. 16, 2022.

“Archival and Computational Outliers in the Ballitore Collection.” Critical Data Practices
Symposium. Stanford University. Oct. 7, 2022.

“Samuel Johnson’s Haunted Media.” Johnsonians Commemorative Celebration. Houghton
Library, Harvard University (presented virtually). Sept. 17, 2021.

“Digitizing Languages and Challenging Archival Power: The Ballitore Project.” Teaching with
Manuscripts: Material, Digital, and Collaborative Pedagogies. Rare Book School. Virtual.
April 21, 2021.

“Improving Literature: The Enlightenment in Manuscript and Print.” University of Washington,
Seattle, Wash. Jan. 29, 2019.

“Genres of Manuscript News: Commercial, Diplomatic, Confidential.” Scribal News and News
Cultures in Late Stuart and Early Georgian Britain International Workshop. German
Historical Institute London. Dec. 14, 2018.

“Epistolary Dreams: Mary Leadbeater’s Creation of a Written Community.” Symposium on
Women in Book History, 1660-1832. Vancouver, B.C. Aug. 16, 2018.

“New Forms of Re:Enlightenment: Archives, Genres, Disciplines, Databases, and Algorithms.”
Paper co-written and -presented with Bill Blake, Seth Rudy, Ryan Heuser, and Yohei
Igarashi. The Re:Enlightenment Exchange 5: Knowledge as a Public Good. University of
Oslo, Oslo, Norway. May 19, 2015.

““The foreign letters say’: Newsletters and Newspapers in the Long Eighteenth Century.”
Materialities, Texts, and Images research program. California Institute of Technology,
Pasadena, Calif. May 1, 2015.

“Latour and Genre: The Case of the Letter Pamphlet.” Latour and the Eighteenth Century.
University of Michigan. Dec. 13, 2013.
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RECENT CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

“Landscape Gardening and Knowledge Production.” American Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies Annual Meeting. Philadelphia, PA. April 10, 2026.

“Collaborative Periodical Publication in Provincial Nineteenth-Century Ireland.” Western
Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies Annual Meeting. Feb. 14, 2026.

“An Eighteenth-Century Quaker Poem and Transatlantic Abolitionism.” Textual Objects at the
Boundaries of Book History. University of California, Los Angeles. May 5, 2025.

“Reading Between the Lines: Sarah Shackleton’s Journals.” WSECS Annual Meeting. Feb. 15,
2025.

“The Line of History: Conjectural History and the ‘Indigenous Critique.”” Modern Language
Association Annual Convention. Jan. 11, 2025.

“The Mediation of the Improvement Concept.” ASECS Annual Meeting. Toronto, Canada.
April 5, 2024.

“The New Left and Linear History.” MLA Annual Convention. Philadelphia, PA. Jan. 7, 2024.

Chair, “Comparative Media Histories” panel. MLA Annual Convention. Philadelphia, PA. Jan.
7,2024.

“Care Networks in the Ballitore Collection.” Health Humanities Symposium. UCSB. May 4,
2023.

“Keeping an Account: Pocket Diaries and the Spaces of Self-Improvement.” WSECS Annual
Meeting. Feb. 17, 2023. California State University, Northridge.

“Amateur Couplets.” MLA Annual Convention. San Francisco, CA. Jan. 7, 2023.

“Care Across Borders in Digital Scholarly Editions.” Co-presented with Danielle Spratt. MLA
Annual Convention. San Francisco, CA. Jan. 6, 2023.

“Circulating Abolition in Romantic-Era Quakerism.” Co-presented with Deena Al-halabieh.
ICR Annual Meeting. University of California, Santa Barbara. Oct. 20, 2022.

“Enlightenment Ends.” Co-presented with Seth Rudy. American Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies Annual Meeting. Baltimore, MD. March 31, 2022.

“Contradictory Egalitarianism in Eighteenth-Century Quaker Textual Communities.” Modern
Language Association Annual Convention. Virtual. Jan. 8, 2022.

“Subversive Form.” ASECS Annual Meeting. Virtual. April 11, 2021.

“Improving Literature: Words and Images in Humphry Repton’s Red Books.” The Intermedial
Eighteenth Century: Textual and Visual Arts, 1660-1832. Northumbria University,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, U.K. (held virtually). Sept. 17, 2020.

“Fake Histories: Scots, Americans, and Stadial Theory.” MLA Annual Convention. Seattle,
Wash. Jan. 10, 2020.

“Diagramming Race in Eighteenth-Century Science and History.” MLA Annual Convention.
Seattle, Wash. Jan. 9, 2020.

SERVICE

SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION

President, Western Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, 2022-present
Delegate for the Western region, MLA Delegate Assembly, 2025-present
Manuscript Reader, William and Mary Quarterly, Jan. 2026

Manuscript Reader, Palgrave Macmillan, April 2025

Manuscripts Reader, Studies in Travel Writing, March 2025

Manuscripts Reader, American Periodicals, Aug. 2021, Sept. 2024
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Manuscripts Reader, Book History, August 2024

Organizer, “Archives, Networks, Databases: Lessons from the Ballitore Project,” two-day
workshop at UCSB, July 2024

Manuscript Reader, Princeton University Press, March 2024

Co-organizer, Western Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies Annual Meeting, California State
University-Northridge, Feb. 17-18, 2023.

Member, Executive Committee, CLCS 18"-Century Forum, MLA, 2020-present

Contributing Editor, The Scriblerian and the Rit-Cats, Jan. 2019-present (responsible for writing
short reviews of peer-reviewed articles twice per year)

Manuscripts Reader, Nineteenth-Century Contexts, Jan. 2023

Manuscripts Reader, Studies in Eighteenth-Century Culture, Sept. 2021

Member, ASECS Louis Gottschalk Prize Committee, 2020 (reviewed 60 books for the
association’s annual prize for the best book in eighteenth-century studies)

Delegate for LLC Late 18®-Century Literature, MLA Delegate Assembly, 2017-2020

Manuscripts Reader, ABO: Interactwe Journal for Women wn the Arts, 1640-18350

Manuscripts Reader, Tulsa Studies in Women’s Literature, March 2018

Manuscripts Reader, Prose Studies, Oct. 2017

Conference Organizer, “The Rise of the Newspaper in Europe and America: 1600-1900,” The
Huntington Library, Oct. 13-14, 2017.

Conference Organizer, Western Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies Annual Meeting,
UCSB, Feb. 17-18, 2017

Special Delegate for Women in the Profession, MLA Delegate Assembly, 2013-2016

Conference Organizer, “After Print: Manuscripts in the Eighteenth Century,” UCSB, April 24,
2015

Vice President, Renaissance Conference of Southern California, Sept. 2015-June 2016
(previously: Treasurer, Sept. 2014-15)

Manuscripts Reader, Eighteenth-Century Fiction, Nov. 2015, Nov. 2025

Manuscripts Reader, Studies in Eighteenth-Century Culture, Nov. 2014, Aug. 2021

Graduate Assistant, The Dickens Project, Jan.-Aug. 2011

SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
Reviewer, President’s Postdoctoral Fellowship Program, Jan. 2023

SERVICE TO UCSB

Member, ESCI Ad Hoc Committee, 2018-2021 (reviewing the use of Student Evaluations of
Teaching at UCSB and making a recommendation to the Academic Senate)

Member, Hellman Fellows Program Selection Committee, 2020

Member, Faculty Research Grants Committee, 2019, 2020

Member, Central Fellowship Review Committee, 2016

SERVICE TO UCSB DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

Director, Early Modern Center, 2025-present

Director, The Maker Lab, 2025-present

Member, Graduate Committee, 2024-present

Member, Digital Humanities Job Search Committee, 2023-24
Member, Undergraduate Committee, 2023-24
Undergraduate Chair, 2021-2023
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Undergraduate Diversity Officer, 2021-2023

Co-chair, Job Placement Committee, 2017-20

Interim Director, Early Modern Center, Jan.-March 2017

Faculty Convener, Critical Pedagogy Initiative, 2016-17

Library Liaison, 2016-17

Member, Graduate Admissions Committee, Sept. 2014-June 2016
Member, Graduate Steering Committee, Sept. 2015-June 2016

SERVICE TO NYU DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

Founder and Convener, Digital Experiments Working Group, 2011-14
Graduate Project Assistant, The Re:Enlightenment Project, 2010-14
Convener, The Long 18%-Century Colloquium, 2009-11

SERVICE TO SANTA BARBARA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Member, School Site Funds Committee, Adams Elementary School, 2022-present; Secretary,
2024-present

COURSES TAUGHT

Unwersity of Califormia, Santa Barbara
Engl 102: British and American Literature from 1650-1789 (large undergraduate lecture).
Winter 2023, Winter 2021, Spring, 2019, Winter 2018.
Engl 103SH: The Secret History of Eighteenth-Century Literature (large undergraduate
lecture). Winter 2025.
Engl 232: Jane Austen and the Eighteenth-Century Novel. Spring 2025.
Engl 236: The Material Text (graduate seminar). Winter 2022, Spring 2019.
Engl 147W'T: Media History and Theory: History of Writing Technologies (undergraduate
lecture). Spring 2025, Winter 2022, Fall 2017, Winter 2015.
INT 186BK: Archives: From Dusty to Digital (small undergraduate seminar). Winter 2022.
INT 137MK: Early Modern Media and the Invention of Facts (large undergraduate lecture).
Spring 2021.
Engl 197: Jane Austen and Her Contemporaries (undergraduate seminar). Winter 2021.
Engl 11: Uses of Literature: Journalism (undergraduate lecture). Winter 2019.
Engl 232: Fighteenth-Century Lives (graduate seminar). Winter 2018.
Engl 102: British and American Literature from 1650-1789 (undergraduate lecture). Spring
2017.
Engl 197: Eighteenth-Century Lives (undergraduate seminar). Winter 2016.
Engl 103B: British Literature from 1789-1900 (large undergraduate lecture). Fall 2015.
Engl 103B: British Literature from 1789-1900 (undergraduate lecture). Spring 2015.
Engl 232: The Expanded Epistolary Literature (graduate seminar). Spring 2015.
Engl 197: Epistolary Literature (undergraduate seminar). Winter 2015.

Marymount Manhattan College
Comm 230: Cultural History of Media (undergraduate lecture). Fall 2013.



